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Association honors two Sunstar paramedics

It’s reassuring to know that
two of the nation’s best emer-
gency medical service workers
live and work here in Pinellas
County.

The American Ambulance
Association recently presented
Sunstar paramedics Megan
Hollern and Larry Marshall,
both of Largo, with the Star of
Life award during three days of
education and recognition in
Washington, D.C.

As part of the visit, Hollern
and Marshall, along with 78
other Star of Life winners from
around the country, got to meet
with members of Florida’s con-
gressional delegation and dis-
cuss legislative issues important
to all EMS professionals.

“We are extremely proud that
Megan and Larry have been
named for this award,” said
Mark Postma, chief operating
officer of Sunstar Paramedics.
“Their dedication and skill exem-
plify what we strive for in serving
the Pinellas County community,
and it’s an honor for them to be
included among the nation’s best
emergency medical service pro-
fessionals.”

Hollern, a field operations
supervisor, has worked with
Sunstar since 2009. She was rec-
ognized for a call last summer
when she came to the aid of a
woman with no palpable blood
pressure who was lying on the
beach after a triathlon. Hollern
quickly premedicated the patient
and took steps to return her to a
normal heartbeat.

Marshall is training officer for
Sunstar’s Critical Care Trans-
port Program. He began his EMS
career in 1979 and joined Sunstar
in 1988. He helped lead the Criti-
cal Care Program through three
Commission on Accreditation
of Medical Transport Systems
accreditations and was instru-
mental in the program, receiv-
ing the Association of Air Medi-
cal Services Ground Transporta-
tion Provider of the Year Award
in 2011.

Sunstar is a 911 ambulance
transport service for all Pinellas
County residents that employs
500-plus local residents and
responds to about 500 calls per
day. Sunstar’s people are heav-
ily involved in Pinellas commu-
nities, focusing largely on pub-
lic safety programs for the public
and for schools.

Sunstar is also a recipient of
the Florida Governor’s Sterling
Award, the state’s most presti-
gious award recognizing “role

Sunstar

Sunstar staff at the Stars of Life banquet are, from left, operations manager Leslie McAllister,
Critical Care Transport Program training officer Larry Marshall, field operations supervisor Megan
Hollern and chief operating officer Mark Postma.

models for organizational per-
formance excellence.”

No one can seem to agree on
who popularized the proverb, “It
takes a village to raise a child,”
but that doesn’t make the saying
any less mean-
ingful.

This is espe-
cially true for
the Juvenile
Welfare Board g o
of Pinellas -
County, whose . % i
mission is to .
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lies in Pinel-

las County through advocacy,
research, planning, training,
communications, coordination
of resources and funding.

To that end, JWB recently
named Michelle Dublin of
Clearwater winner of the 19th
annual Cooperman-Bogue Kids-
First Award, honoring those who
go above and beyond the call of
their human services job duties
to improve the lives of Pinellas
County’s children.

Dublin, a family support
worker for the Pinellas County

Health Department’s Healthy
Families program since 2000,
received the award and a check
for $2,000 during a luncheon
March 21 at the Hilton St. Peters-
burg Carillon Park.

As a family support worker in
the Healthy Families program,
Dublin visits expectant mothers
or families with kids up to age 5
in their homes to educate par-
ents on child development, offer
parenting support and provide
the tools to help children grow
up healthy and successful.

“It’s basically their goals — it’s
not what I want for them,” Dub-
lin said in a JWB video posted to
YouTube.

She works with 25 to 30 fam-
ilies at a time and meets with
them as often as once a week.
“So, I don’t come in and say,
‘This is your goal, this is what
you’re going to do’ No. It’s what
you want to do. I'm just going to
write down what you tell me.”

Dublin knocks on doors until
her families get what they need,
then teaches them how to use
that ability for themselves.

“She’s a little bit like a case
manager, she’s a little bit like a
parent educator and she’s a lit-
tle bit like a life coach all rolled
into one,” said Dublin’s super-
visor, Christy Robinson, who
nominated Dublin for the award.

“People enjoy being around her
and they get something out of
their time with her”

Dublin was one of four quar-
terly winners chosen in 2012.
Each was rewarded with a check
for $500 and other prizes cour-
tesy of JWB and sponsors Trans-
america, Alltrust Insurance,
BB&T Bank, WUSF, Radio Dis-
ney and Bright House Networks.

The Cooperman-Bogue Kids-
First Awards are named in honor
of Leonard Cooperman and
Judge Lincoln C. Bogue, two
men whose concern and dedi-
cation for at-risk children was
instrumental in the creation
of the JWB Children’s Services
Council.

Firefighters and paramed-
ics are a tight-knit bunch. Even
an ocean can’t put a damper on
international friendships. Now
add to that the kinship between
Dunedin and its Scottish heri-
tage, and here comes Michael
Davis of Dunedin.

Davis, who spends his sum-
mers in Scotland, strolled into
Dunedin Fire Station No. 60 on
March 14 with a framed pho-
tograph of a Scottish firefight-
ing crew under his arm and one
of their patches in hand. His
goal: deliver both to the Amer-
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Dunedin Fire Department

Michael Davis, second from right, of Dunedin presented a photo
and patch to Dunedin Fire Station No. 60 firefighters, from

left, Lou Staggs, Jason Griggs, Lt. George Treubig, Greg Smart,
division Chief Erich Thiemann and fire Chief Jeff Parks. Their
photo will be presented to Highlands Fire and Rescue.
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Dunedin Fire Department

A photo and patch from Scotland’s Highlands Fire and Rescue
Service was given to the firefighters of Fire Station No. 60.

ican firefighters on behalf of
his friend and fellow Scotsman
GaryLaud.

Laud, who vacations in the
area but lives in Grantown on
Spey, a town in the Highland
Council Area in Scotland where
he works for the Highlands Fire
and Rescue Service, conceived
the neighborly networking event.
He had intended to make the
presentation himself but devel-
oped a medical condition which
required him to return home
sooner than expected.

The Dunedin crew was
delighted with the unexpected
gift and plans to display the pho-
tograph in the fire station at 1042
Virginia St.

Davis didn’t leave empty-hand-
ed. A photograph of the Dunedin
Fire crew and officials will accom-
pany him back to Scotland, where
he will share it with Laud in April.
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“/he days are getting longer, warmer and brighter. So why not spring

into a new lifestyle at Pinecrest Place Retirement Living?

Join us as we celebrate this beautiful time of year with a delicious
meal, prepared especially for you by our chef. While you're here, take
a tour and get to know the people and programs that make Pinecrest
Place such an exceptional place to live. If you’ve never been introduced

to the Optimum Life® that’s waiting for you here, don’t miss this

opportunity to experience it for yourself!
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For reservations, call 1-888-898-0841 by April 2.
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Repair
727-786-1450

WE REPAIR

Rollers = Tracks = Locks » Handles
Screen Doors = Window Balances
Casement Hardware ¢+ Jalousie
Operators
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If we can’t fix it?
We have a NO CHARGE policy.
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Need some
extra cash?

Distribute the

Times and you can:

* Be your own boss

* Work early morning hours,
have the rest of your day free

* Get access to accident
insurance and a
prescription drug card

Distribution areas available
in your neighborhood
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To apply, go to
‘ tampabay.com/distributor
or cail toll-free 866-498-4637
to learn more.

PINECREST PLACE

Personalized Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

1150 8th Avenue SW
Largo, FL 33770
Assisted Living Facility #AL0093
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Hardwood Floors
$5.99 SF ¢ 3/8” Thick Installed

Laminate Flooring
$4.50 SF Installed

Ceramic Tile
13” x 13” 99¢ EA.
16” x 16” $1.49 SF

Hardwood Floor Refinishing
Call for Pricing!

Carpet
$1.69 SF Installed

Custom Wood Staircases
Bathroom Remodeling

Expert Installation
Call For Pricing!

*on approved credit

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS
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CARPET ~WOOD
TILE ~LAMINATE
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S£19 N., Clearwater, FL.

N 0n.-F..8riﬁl-6pm .

Visit our website: www.FloorDepot.biz |

Lic. #C9118 and C89

For convenient home delivery, call 877-843-8463 or visit tampabay.com/subscribe.




